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UM VISITOR PRESENTS LECTURES ON W OMEN’S RIGHTS, PAST AND PRESENT
MISSOULA—
Montana audiences will have the opportunity to learn about the first Women’s Rights Conference, 
held in Seneca Falls, N.Y., in 1848, and the United Nations Fourth World Conference on Women, held 
in China in 1995, during two upcoming lectures at The University of Montana.
Sister Rose Mary Meyer, coordinator of The Women’s Office in Chicago, will lecture at UM as 
part of International Women’s Day and Women’s History Month festivities on campus. A teacher, peace 
and justice advocate, and self-described “ecofeminist activist,” Meyer’s work at The Women’s Center 
includes education and organizing to effect change. She holds graduate degrees from the University of 
Notre Dame in Indiana and Mundelein College in Chicago.
Meyer’s first lecture, “The 150th Anniversary of the First Women’s Rights Conference in Seneca 
Falls, New York,” will begin at noon Monday, March 9, in Gallagher Building Room 123. The 1848 
public convention, led by Elizabeth Cady Stanton, is credited with turning the tide toward allowing 
women to vote, hold public office and attend college.
On Wednesday, March 11, Meyer will speak on “Beijing Revisited: Then, Now, Tomorrow” at 
noon in Liberal Arts Building Room 138. Meyer, who attended the Non-Governmental Organization 
Forum held in conjunction with the 1995 United Nations World Conference on Women, will discuss the 
impact of conference initiatives on women. She also will share stories and slides of her experiences at the 
conference, which was attended by some 40,000 women from more than 180 countries.
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